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like such kings as William L, were too master-
ful for this. As every Englishman, whoever
his lord might be, was the man of the King,
and could not shelter himself in case of dis-
obedience by pleading the orders of his imme-
diate lord, so the Popes insisted that every
bishop was immediately under themselves.
They ignored the provincial system, so far
as it might conflict with their own universal
competence. They believed themselves to
be, and mankind in the best days of the
mediaeval system unhesitatingly believed them
to be, the representatives of God on earth.
That belief, as time went on, was to be
shattered by facts.

Before speaking of the conflict between this
feudal system of the Church and the rival
feudalism of the kingdom, it will be well to
speak of the practical working of the former
in regard to the endowments of the Church.
They came to be taxed in support of its
central government. The Crusades were not
only stimulated but organised by the Popes.
They were costly campaigns, which needed
a central treasury, and no one but the Pope
was sufficiently impartial and earnest to
administer it with success. So the nations
of Europe accepted the burden, and grew
familiar with Roman taxation, both of clergy